
WEATHERING WITH MODERN PAINTS
DAVE FALKENBURG, SILICON VALLEY LINES



CLASSIC VS MODERN PAINTS



“Classic” Paint

Floquil, etc.


Attacked Plastics


Best Results with Airbrush


Generally Not Available 
Anymore*



“Modern” Paints
Military, War Game/Fantasy (D&D, etc.) 
Modelers Didn’t Stand Still


New Paints


Vallejo, Tamiya, AK, MiG, etc.


Improved Fine Pigments, Better 
Saturation & Coverage


Plastic Compatible


Both Acrylic and Enamels


Panel Liners (a.k.a. “Taco Sauce”)

https://www.youtube.com/@idaemonplasmo

https://www.youtube.com/@idaemonplasmo


Craft Paint
Inexpensive: You Get What You Pay For


Dries Very Quickly


Sometimes good, sometimes bad


Short Working Time


Gotchas: Color Stability, especially under 
Florescent Light or UV


Lots of Folks Use Em— YMMV



Professional Art Products

Oil Paints


Translucent


Long Working Time


Long Drying Time


Artists Acrylic & Mediums



SPECIAL EFFECTS PAINT
AK INTERACTIVE, MIG, CITADEL, ARMY PAINTER, AND MORE



PAINT LAYERING BASICS



Basic Concepts
All Weathering is Layering


Most Models Factory Painted With Acrylic Paint


91% Isopropyl Alcohol Will Strip Acrylic


Enamels (and Oils) are Thinned with Mineral Spirits


Odorless Mineral Spirits will NOT Strip Acrylic Paint


Dullcote & IPA Are a Dangerous Combination



Weathering Steps
Clean


“Fade” The Factory Paint If Desired


Washes, Grime, and Streaks


Rust Streaks and Spots


Grafiti (Optional)


Gloss Layer before Decals, Followed by Matte


Road Dust / Powders


Matte / Dullcote



Washes
Diluted Paint Applied to Shadows, Enhance Contrast, Tint (Layering)


Can be Acrylic, Enamel, or Oil-based


IPA+India Ink, too— but be careful


Apply, Soak up Excess


Watch out for “Tide Marks”


Panel Liners are Washes


Most “Special Effects” Paint, Too



Streaking

Apply Paint— Make A Mess


Use Fan or “Grainer” Brush to Pull Paint


Remove Excess— Clean It Up


Use Empty Brush w/Thinner


Oils work well, but have LONG drying time



Dry Brushing
Used Enhance High Spots


Very Little Paint on Brush


Load Brush


Paint onto Cardboard or 
Paper Towel


Remove 80%-90%


Use a LIGHT Touch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpCKGlFP0jY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpCKGlFP0jY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpCKGlFP0jY


AK WINTER STREAKING GRIME











ONE MORE TIME









DRGW 61691 (GVSR)















DEAD-LINE B&M BOXCAR







“Always work with a prototype photo”

–Ralph “The MudFather” Renzetti



MORE EXAMPLES



















RESOURCES



Ralph Renzetti

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA3EYAET26w

https://www.facebook.com/WeatheringbyRalph



Boomer Diorama | River Railroad
https://www.youtube.com/@boomerdioramas

Former professional model maker 
shares his tips and techniques as he 
builds a shelf layouts and other 
diorama projects. Lots of Styrene 
Scratch-building.

https://www.youtube.com/@boomerdioramas


Thunder Mesa Studio

Dave Meek’s On30 & On18 Projects


Background as a Professional Artist


Lots of Techniques


Whimsical, “Furlowesque”

https://www.youtube.com/@ThunderMesaStudio
https://thundermesa.studio

https://www.youtube.com/@ThunderMesaStudio
https://thundermesa.studio


Lance Mindheim

“Model railroading offers the exciting 
opportunity to be approached in the 
same way as any other branch of the 
art world. As such, the same principles 
can be applied to elevate your 
modeling efforts to new levels. Follow 
along as we delve into scene 
composition, color treatment theory, 
weathering, backdrops, layout room 
preparation, photography, and more!”

https://lancemindheim.com/

https://lancemindheim.com/


Scenic & Weathering Techniques

“Leading off our new Master 
Craftsman Series of how-to books, 
Scenic & Weathering Techniques is 
your guide to creating realistic effects 
for your model railroads and 
dioramas. Compiled by Scott 
Thornton, more than a dozen authors 
contribute all-new articles to teach 
you expert techniques that will bring 
you to the next level!”

https://shop.whiteriverproductions.com/products/swts

https://shop.whiteriverproductions.com/products/swts


Goobertown Hobbies
https://www.youtube.com/@GoobertownHobbies

Miniature Figure Painting Focus (& Chemistry PhD)

https://www.youtube.com/@GoobertownHobbies


ACRYLIC FLOQUIL COLORS?



ArchiveX

ILM Modelers Painted Everything with 
Floquil Paints!


Plastic Modelers Continue Building 
XWing and Tie Fighters Today.


UK Based Paint Company Produced a 
Line of Color Matched Paints


Now Available in USA via:


https://newtype.us/v/archivex/paint

https://newtype.us/v/archivex/paint


Q&A / DEMO
























